
 

 

 

Advanced Theatre 
2017-2018 

Mrs. Julie Thimmig 
Email: jthimmig@msd134.org 
Phone: 585-6657 ext. 765 
School Website: 
https://www.msd134.org/Domain/133 

 

Course Description 
This course constitutes the advanced theatre program.  The work done at this level is varied 
and challenging. This course focuses on working as a theater company within the school to 
develop and perform a variety of plays. Units may include Shakespeare, playwriting, play 
production, advanced characterization, improvisation, technical theater and directing.  Grades 
and conduct in previous theater courses weigh heavily on the acceptance into the advanced 
theater program.  This is strictly a play production class and requires preparation, rehearsals, 
and performances outside of class. 
 

 

Course Objectives 
 
Students will explore and create in multiple mediums of theatre arts. 

 

Course Units 
Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Shakespeare 
 
 
Musical Theatre 
 
 
Hamlet Production 
Preparation** 

Hamlet Production 
Preparation** 
 
 
Script Analysis* 
 
 
 Viewpoints  

Directing 
 
Sound/Lighting 
Design 
 
One Act Competition 
Prep. 

One Act Competition 
Prep.**  
 
 
12 Guideposts of 
Acting* 

Order and content are subject to change.  
 

  *=Learning Artifact Project (elligibility for use determined by grade on individual 
assignment and permission/communication with Mrs. Thimmig). 

            **=There are two required performances for this course. In the fall and in the 
spring, students are required to participate in these performances. Most rehearsals will occur 
during class, though many out of class rehearsals will be required.  The dates for these 
performances are as follows: 

Hamlet Dress Rehearsals and Performances: Novmeber 27-December 5th (dress 
rehearsals 
                                                               December 6-9th 7pm  performances 
One Act Competition Local Performance:  Wednesday, April 11th at 6:30pm  
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One Act Competition Field Trip: Advanced Theatre has the opportunity every year to 
attend the Idaho State University One-Act Competition in Pocatello, Idaho. This field trip usually 
occurs in April, is 2-3 days long, and will be at some cost to each student (usually $175-200 for 
food, hotel, and other expenses). Students are not required to attend this field trip, but are highly 
encouraged to and will still participate in the performance and preparation for it in class. More 
information will follow when ISU releases the information.  

 

Materials 
 
Highlighters, pencils (no pens), notebook for Drama Journal, folder, extra paper, laptop, laptop 
charger. 
 
Students are not required to provide the following books, but the following titles will be used 
heavily in Advanced Theatre: 

- Truth in Comedy:The Manual for Improvisation, by Charna Halpern 
-  Respect for Acting by Uta Hagen 
- Audition by Michael Shurtleff 

 
 We will use Google Classroom. Please check your email frequently!  

 

Skyward Grading 
Score Method Term Grades 

(MHS Policy) 
Grading Scale 
(MHS Policy) 

Participation: 10 points/day 
Drama Journal: 5 points/journal, 
checked periodically  
Quizzes: 20 points 
Auditions*: 75 points 
Required Performance: 100 points 
Assignments: varied 
 
Please note that no extra credit 
is given in any of Mrs. 
Thimmig’s courses 
 
*Auditions are a grade and a 
requirement for this course. 
Students will be expected to 
audition for all in class 
productions as well as the 
all-school production* 

Fall 
Quarter 1=40% 
Quarter 2=40% 
End of Course Assessment=20% 
 
Spring 
Quarter 3=40% 
Quarter 4=40% 
End of Course Assessment=20% 

A=90%-100% 
B=80%-89% 
C=70%-79% 
D=60%-69% 
F=Below 60% 
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Make-Up Work (MHS Policy) 
Papers, assignments, tests, etc. that were announced while the student was in attendance prior 
to the absence are due to be submitted or completed on the day the student returns to school. A 
student will be allowed two (2) school days for each day of excused absence to make up 
material presented during the absence. Make-up time is not to exceed ten (10) days from the 
time a student returns to school after an absence. Additional time may be granted at the 
principal's discretion under extenuating circumstances. When a student has been absent for 
three (3) or more consecutive school days due to illness or excused absence the parent or 
student may call the Attendance Office to request make-up homework be sent to the office for 
pick-up. Please allow 24 hours for teachers to respond before coming to the office to pick up 
work. In the case of pre-arranged absences, it is the responsibility of the student to 
contact individual teachers for any make-up work prior to the absence.  

 

Late Work 
Late work will only be accepted one day after the assigned due date. Late work will be 

given 70% of the received grade.  For example, if the student would have received 18/20 (90%) 
on the assignment, turning it in late will result in receiving 12.6/20 (63%). 

If you are not prepared with this extension, you will receive a zero on the assignment. 
 
For other extensions, you must contact Mrs. Thimmig in the case of illness or other 

arranged absence. Because of Mrs. Thimmig’s strict late work policy, students who do not 
complete a major assignment will be given a notice sent home, to be signed by parents, stating 
that the student understands the consequential zero.  

If an assignment is posted on Google Classroom with a specific due date and time, it is 
expected that students will turn in that assignment, regardless of attendance, at the specific day 
and time it is due for credit.  

In the case of internet connection being unavailable, students will communicate this to 
Mrs. Thimmig before the absence.  

 

Classroom Rules and Procedures 
Students will adhere to the following rules and procedures: 
1. Be prepared and be on time! Tardiness will result in a loss of participation points. Lack of 
preparation for class (no pencil, laptop not charged, etc.) will result in a loss of participation 
points.  
2. Respect others, self, teacher, and theatre equipment, including the classroom.  
3. Follow directions.  
4. Cell phones/hand held electronics will not be tolerated by Mrs. Thimmig. (see Cell Phone 
Policy) 
5. No food, gum, or drink (except water) are allowed in classroom at any time.  
6. No perfume, cologne, body spray, or scented lotion is permitted to be used in the classroom 
at any time. 
 
Teacher Assistants: Theatre 2 often includes junior/senior Teacher Assistants. These 
assistants help in everything from grading to directing to keeping the class on task. Students are 
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expected to listen and respect the TA’s as if it were Mrs. Thimmig’s word. TA’s will be trained 
and supervised.  
 
Bathroom Policy: A pass to the bathroom will not be granted in the first ten minutes of class or 
the last ten minutes of class, excepting the case of emergency. Mrs. Thimmig reserves the right 
to refuse a bathroom pass if the student has been abusing the privilege.  
 

 

Discipline 
In addition to the rules established by Mrs. Thimmig and the Class Constitution (as designed by 
students at the beginning of the year), students agree to the following actions if discipline is 
necessary: 
1. Verbal warning/Loss of participation points 
2. Conversation in the hallway 
3. Notice sent home.  
4. Referral to office.  
 
*Cell phones will be taken away on sight. No warnings!* 

 

Academic Integrity (MHS Policy) 
All work submitted by a student must represent his/her own ideas, concepts, and current 
understanding. All material found during research must be correctly documented/cited to avoid 
plagiarism.  Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing on course assignments or exams will 
lose credit for that assignment or exam. The teacher will notify parents. Students may be 
subject to disciplinary action, including a parent conference. 

 

Student & Parent Resources 
School Website: http://mhs.msd134.org/ 
Skyward: Mrs. Thimmig will send home progress reports and announcements bi-weekly.  
Google Classroom: classroom.google.com (Parents are permitted to join our class on Google 
Classroom) 
Remind App: In the case of after school rehearsals/major projects, Mrs. Thimmig may use the 
Remind App. Anyone can download this application to their mobile device and receive updates 
and reminders. Mrs. Thimmig will send home instructions in the first week of school on how to 
set this up.  
Facebook*: Students and parents are invited to join the MHS Fine Arts Facebook page for 
updates on performances, auditions, activities, etc.  
     Students and parents are also invited to join the Middleton High School Theatre Boosters 
page to keep communication up and for any needs of the theatre department.  
         *Please note that Mrs. Thimmig does not accept student friend requests on social media.  
 
Mrs. Thimmig does check her email multiple times a day during the workweek, but does 
not guarantee response over the weekend. If an email is sent Friday afternoon, do not 
expect a response until Monday morning.  
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Other Information 

 
Drama Club and Improv Club are open to every student! Drama Club will focus on fundraising, selling concessions, 
working pieces for district competition, etc. Drama Club meets on Thursdays during both lunches. District Competition 
this year will be held on Saturday, November 18th at Skyview High School in Nampa  
 
Improv Club will focus on improving improvisational skills. This is a student led club that meets on Fridays after 
school in front of the auditorium.  
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